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illustrated. 1740 Excerpt: ...should have distinguifhd between a double Madness in others: And
there is certainly a great Disference in the Nature as well as in the Degrees of them, and they
are not both equally scandalous: For Horace seems to take Delight in one Sort when he fays,
Dees welcome Frenzy make me thus mistakes And Plata in his Phadren ranks the Madness of
Poets, of Prophets, and of Lovers, among those Properties which conduce to a Happy Life.
And Virgil in his Sixth ?neid, gives this Epithet to his industrious ?neas If youll proceed to
these, your Mad, Attempts. And indeed there is a twofold Sort of Madness; the one that which
the Furies bring from Hell; those that are herewith possessd are hurried on to Wars and
Contentions, by an inexhaustible Thirst of Power and Riches, inflamed to some infamous and
unlawful Lust, inraged to act the Parricide, seduced to become guilty of Incest, Sacrilege, or
some other of those Crimson-dyd Crimes; or, sinally, to be so prickd in Conscience as to be
lashd and stung with the Whips and Snakes of Grief and Remorse. But there is another Sort of
Madness that proceeds from Folly; so far from being any way injurious or distasteful, that it is
thoroughly good and desirable: And this happens when by a harmless Mistake in the Judgment
of Things the Mind is freed from those Cares which would otherwise gratingly afflict it, and
smoothd over with a Content and Satisfaction it could not under other Circumstances so
happily enjoy. And this is that comfortable Apathy or Insensiblenels which Cicero, in an
Epistle to his Friend Atticus, wishes himself Master of, that he might the less take to Heart
those insufferable Outrages committed by the Tyrannizing Triumvirate, Lepidus, Antonius,
and Augustus. That Grecian likewise had a happy Time ...
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